Well that does it. A year ago 


Patsy Powell's thorough search of 


old property records presented all 
the proof I needed to be convinced 
that “The Historic Robinson 
House” was before that “The His- 
toric Allison House.” She put it all 
together and published it in the 
SPENCER EVENING WORLD 
‘May 14 last yoan, Wher. that reve- 
lation hit David and Cynthia 

Becker of Pueblo, Colorado, the 
dam broke and information start- 
ed pouring in. Cynthia's a geneal- 
ogist. She had researched that Al- 
lison family and knew about the 
history of the old house. She 
couldn't get anyone to listen. Un- 
til now. N 

She sent photographs, written 
history, references, and photo- 
copies of an important diary: and 
Im going to try to share some of it 
with you. ; 

I hardly knew where to begin. 
It's as good a time as any to re- 
view just who that distinguished 
Allison family was and what his- 

tory-making they were involved 


ment of 1000 acres of land called 
hristian Temple Manor....in 1659 
Thomas Allanson, London Gen- 
tleman and Planter, by Cecilius, 
Absolute Lord and Proprietary of 
the Province of Maryland and 
Avolon Lord Baron of Baltimore.” 


After we cut past that title of Ce- 


 cilius Calvert, the document 98“ 


‘Let's start in Charles County, 
Maryland, with the Beckers’ copy | 
25 document stating the "assign- 


| 


| 


scribes Allanson's plantation. It is 
mew the site of Smallwood‘ State 
fark near Port Tobacco. It is prob- 
able that Thomas was the great 
undfather of Richard Allison (b. 
e735 Montgomery County, MD - 
d. 1808 Bullitt County, KY) who 
married Sarah Cheshire. The line 
from Richard to George, our sub- 


ducé fruit the farmergauu 
shipped it on flatboats to New Or- 
leans. Noah came a few years lat-. 
er to establish himself as a hard 
-working, respected merchant. . 


pal love the mental image con- 
jured up by a story in the county 


history describing the arrival of 
wagoners from Louisville and 


ject, is proven. Richard, Revolu- 
tionary War soldier and patriot, 
and Sarah had eleven children, 
the third being John Birch (or 
Burch) Allison (1 765-1797) who 
married Elizabeth Higgins and 
made their way to Wheeling | 
about 1803 where they built a 
boat and travelled down the Ohio 
Riyer to the Kentucky River 
where they went by wagon to 
Bourbon County, Kentucky. That 
story is in the Greene County His- 
ieat 


F 
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John B. and Elizabeth had 
twelve children in eighteen years 
and moved the whole passel up 
here to Monroe County almost be- 
fore there was a Monroe County. 
Their decision to move on to Indi- 
ana was probably, in part, due to 
their aversion to slavery. By that 
time their enterprising sons were | 
getting involved in the mercantile 
business. Noah Allison (b. 21 Mar 
1799), James Montgomery Hig- 
gins Allison (b. 22 Sep 1802), and 
John Fletcher Allison (b. 10 Jul 
1816) became prominent and re- 
spected merchants in Blooming- 
ton, Martinsville, Spencer, and 
then Point Commerce: History of 
Owen County calls the Allisons 
among the first business men of 
Spencer. James M. H. bought pro- 
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their immense Virginia wagons 
and six-horse teams, with 
bearskin housings over the shoul- 
ders of each horse, and with three 
bells attached to the hames of 
each of the leaders. Those wagons 
brought goods from the east to 
stock the Allison and Samuel 


Gomminity Affatrs File 
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Howe stores, then took deer skins, 
hides of all kinds, and other prod- 
ucts back on their return trip. 
HBefore long the ambitious Alli- 
gon brothers took note of the 1834 
Internal Improvement Bill passed 
by the Indiana Legislature | 
proposing a canal and bought | 
land at the junction of White and 
Eel Rivers. There they laid out 
Point Commerce. Early History of 
Gréene County states that they 
erected a steam saw and grist — 
mill, and built a pork house and 
shipped regularly up to four thou- | 
sand hogs as well as tobacco and, 
other produce requiring an aver- 
age of fifteen to twenty-five boats 
and employing over fifty men. The 
canal didn't materialize. Ted 
Green of Worthington owns the 
old “junction house” built at Point 
Commerce in 1837, moved on logs 
to the river and floated to Wor- 
thington in the 1860's. 

Noah Allison married in 1820 
in Monroe County Polly Taylor 
Boswell. They had thirteen chil- 
dren in less than twenty years, 
but most of them died young, 
Those borni in, Montes County” 
were: Harriet Caroline (1821- | 
1843), Eliza Ann (1822-1823), and 
Ann Emerald (1823-1829. Born in 
Martinsville were: John William 
(1825-1868), George Boswell (born 
and died 1827), and Edwin 
Strange (1828-1829). Their last 
seven born in Spencer were: 
George Edwin (1830-1876), Judge 


Noah (1832-1885), Eliza Ann 


Emerald (born and died 1833), 
Polly Isabel (born and died 1835), | 
Mary Elizabeth (born and died | 
1836), Benjamin Emery (1837- 
1923), and Charles Quincy 

(1840-). i 
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George Edwin Allison married 
Eliza Painter. Their children 
were: Harriet Emerald (born and 
died 1853), Ernest Homer who 
married Ida May Reid, Everet (or 
Rev. Edwin), Anna Bell who mar- 
ried Ida May's brother William 
Earl Reid, Emma Lelia, and 
George Boswell (1863-1865). It 
was Ernest Homer who, as Cyn- 
thia Becker writes, "was no ordi- 
nary diary jotter. He was a metic- 
ulous recordkeeper. His diary con- 
tains extensive birth, marriage, 
and death records of every mem- 
ber of his family including loca- 
tion, day of week, time of day, 
names of ministers who per- 
formed baptisms and marriages, 

and causes of death!" She has pro- 
vided us with copies of those diary 
pages. And....and the picture. The 
| photograph of the house with this 
| written on the back in his hand - 
“Home of G.E. Allison & family in 
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The Allison House as It appeared before n was bought by Judge Robinson... 


George E. and Eliza (Painter) Allison 


Spencer Owen Co Indiana. Edwin 
Everett - Anna Belle - Emma 
Lelia and George Boswell were 
born in this house. Everett was 
born March 3, 1857. "Ernest 
Homer was a toddler when his fa- 
ther built the house that he knew 
as his only home." 

Cynthia is just full of fascinat- 
ing information, some of which 
links two well-known families in 
several ways. “The location of Dr. 
Allison's home (Ernest Homer 
was a medical doctor), across the 
street from the Belle’s house, may 
be key to his choice of a wife. Ida 
May Reid grew up in Indianapolis 
where her family were pioneer 
settlers and her father operated a 
boot and shoe company. Her fa- 
ther's sister, Julia Reid, was the 
first wife of Dr. Joshua Tarleton 
Belles. Ida May and her cousin, 
Nellie Bellis, were close, lifelong 
friends and, no doubt, it was dur- 
ing visits to the Belles home in 
Spencer that Ida met young 
Ernest Homer Allison.” Ida May's 
brother married, as already noted, 
Anna Bell Allison. And there's 
more. Dr. Belle's third wife was 
the widow of George Allison's 
brother, Judge Noah Allison.” 

So now we know it is proven 
that George Allison bought the lot 
in 1855, built the house, and 
moved in by March of 1857. 

Cynthia goes on to say, “In 
1874 George and Eliza Allison, ac- 
companied by their youngest 
daughter, Emma Lelia, moved to 
Denver, Colorado in hopes that 
the dry climate and high altitude 
would relieve George's asthma. 


Twelve year old Emma died of ty- 


phoid that same r and George 
succumbed to and emphy- 


sema in 1876." The next year 


Ernest Homer and Anna Belle 
went out there. 

On December 19, 1878 Eliza 
Allison sold the stately Spencer 
house to John C. and Martha 
Robinson for $1850. 

Eliza stayed in Denver and 
died there (like her husband from 
emphysema) in 1900. Rev. Edwin 
Everett Allison had also come to 
Denver and died there of typhoid 
in 1892. 


tered into public service, and had 
a lot to do with the growth and 
development of Spencer. Now 
there must be no lingering doubt 
about the early history of one of 
Spencer's important landmarks. I 
think it's being referred to as “The 
Historic Allison-Robinson House” 
now. As Cynthia said in her letter 
- "It's about time. 

Cynthia Becker's thorough and 
well-written family history is in 
the Allison file in the Library An- 
nex for further study. Patsy Pow- 
ell's research is on file there as 
well. Cynthia has generously of- 
fered to furnish still more data 
from her files. Her is P.O. 
Box 11038, Pueblo, CO 81001- 
0038. She and her family are de- 
lighted to know the dignified old 
home of George and Eliza Allison 
is lovingly restored and wearing 
her 136 years in style and grace. 
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The family became remarkably 
prosperous, well educated, en- 


